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function is the unveiling of the Path to Perfection and
so the leading of souls to Liberation^ It is He who
gives the fruit of all actions, both good and ill. His

* Sub-Vyuhas ' are the following : Hrishi2<esa, Padma-
nabha, Damodara, Aniruddha II, Achyuta and Krishna.

VQsudeva is the manifesting of all the Six Divine
Gunas and reveals Himself in the one perfect and total
Form of Sri Krishna in Brindavan. His Source is God
in the s Supreme Form ' (Para); His six 6 Sub-Vyuhas '
are Kesava, Narayana, Madhava, Vasudeva II, Puru-
shottama and Janardana. We sum up this chapter by
speaking of Him again, as the Infinite Krishna.

- 5. The Avataras : Literally (descents ', the Avatars
are, as Radhakrishnan says, not so much God restricted
into man as man uplifted to union with God. Yet they
are in very truth * descents ' of the Infinite into our uni-
verse of limitation, God taking birth or appearing in
visible form for us in an hour of crisis to help us to-
wards Him. But the * body * in which He thus appears
is not composed of the same gross elements as ours ; He
becomes visible in His real ' spiritual body ' through an
exercise of His own power. His body is not physical
but, as the Docetics used to say of Christ's, a sort of
apparition, a ' play '-form.' The Avatars vary in their
degree of manifestation, some revealing far more of God
than others, hiding one facet or another according to the
needs of time and place. Their numbers vary in different

1 na deho janwa eva ca . . .
. na cffsya karma va loke sada sanmisra yonisu
'kndarthah so'api sQtdhunam Raritransya ka'lpate.

(Bh. 10 : 46 : 38-39)